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COLUMBIA- Irmo High School International School for the Arts Principal Dave Riegel can often be 

heard saying “Irmo High has a proud past and a bright future.” As a way to honor that proud past, 

a community committee has been working to create an Irmo High Hall of Fame. This week the in-

augural Hall of Fame Class was announced. The class includes: Leeza Gibbons, Jay Burks, B.J. 

McKie, Courtney Shealy Hart and Marti Suber. 

 Gibbons is a 1975 graduate and attended the University of South Carolina where she graduated 

Summa Cum Laude. Gibbons is an Emmy Award winning American talk show host and is one of 

the most well-known pop-culture icons on the air. She served as a correspondent and co-host for 

Entertainment Tonight for 16 years as well as hosting her own syndicated daytime talk show, Lee-

za. In 2013, her book Take 2 became a New York Times bestseller. In addition to her impressive 

background in the field of entertainment and news media, Gibbons is an instrumental advocate 

for healthcare, wellness and caregiving. She recently was crowned the winner of NBC’s Celebrity 

Apprentice, raising over $700,000 for her charity Leeza’s Care Connection, where she has since 

opened a second location in her hometown of Irmo. The Care Connection offers free services to 

family caregivers, encouraging them to call on their courage and summon their strength for the 

long journey ahead.  

 Burks is a 1985 graduate. He earned a Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration from Furman 

University and Master’s in Business Administration from USC. An accomplished United States Air 

Force Officer, Burks moved quickly through the ranks being promoted to Brigadier General. BG 

Burks is still serving in the U.S. Air Force as Director of Manpower, personnel and resources. He 

also serves as the Chief of Medical Service Corps at the Office of the Surgeon General in Falls 

Church, Virginia. As Director of Manpower, personnel and resources, he advises the Air Force Sur-

geon General on all aspects of planning, programming, budgeting and execution for a $42 billion 

Defense Health Program portfolio, and a $6.2 billion annual budget supporting 2.6 million patients 

and 75 military treatment facilities worldwide. As Medical Service Corps Chief, General Burks is 

the senior healthcare administrator in the Air Force and is responsible for accessions, develop-

ment and management of 960 healthcare administrative professionals in the Corps. 

 McKie is a 1995 graduate and attended the University of South Carolina where he graduated in 

1999. McKie is one of the most decorated Gamecocks in men’s basketball history. A native of Nor-

folk, Virginia, McKie finished his playing career as the Gamecocks’ all-time leading scorer with  
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2,119 career points and was honored by the Southeastern Conference as an SEC Basketball Leg-

end as part of its class in 2011. McKie was named the 1996 SEC Freshman of the Year, and is just 

the 12th player in league history to earn Associated Press First-Team SEC honors for three sea-

sons. The two-time team captain played in 123 consecutive games at the guard position, scoring 

in double figures 111 times and recording 38 games with 20 or more points. In 1997, McKie aver-

aged 17.4 points per game to lead the Gamecocks to their first ever SEC basketball title. South 

Carolina appeared in the NCAA Tournament in 1997 and 1998. McKie is one of five Gamecock 

players to have his jersey retired. Following his career at USC, McKie played professionally over-

seas before being hired as an assistant coach at Charleston Southern University in 2011. He was 

promoted to the role of Associate Head Coach in August of 2015. 

 Hart is a 1997 graduate and attended the University of Georgia where she graduated Cum Laude 

with a degree in Sports Studies and Communications. Hart swam collegiately for the Bulldogs and 

later became a two-time Olympic gold medalist at the 2000 Summer Olympic Games in Sydney, 

Australia. Alongside three other U.S. swimming teammates, Hart won the 400-meter medley re-

lay and the 400-meter freestyle relay. Following her success at the Olympics, Hart became the 

head coach of the swimming and diving program at Georgia Tech, a position she has held for the 

past eight years. She is one of three women to lead a men’s and women’s program at the colle-

giate level. In the summer of 2013, Hart was inducted into the Georgia Aquatic Hall of Fame, sig-

nifying both her achievements as a collegiate All-American and National Swimmer of the Year at 

the University of Georgia and as a two-time Olympic gold medalist. Hart, who has served on the 

NCAA Swimming and Diving Committee since 2012, has presided over a fantastic stretch for the 

Tech program that has seen multiple men’s swimmers compete in four straight NCAA Champion-

ships. Over the last four seasons, a total of 14 program records have been established in both 

swimming and diving. 

 Suber served as a theatre teacher at Irmo High School for 30 years. During her tenure, Suber 

taught theatre classes and started both the Drama Club and Thespian Society. She worked her 

magic engaging students and creating a legacy of excellence. Suber touched the lives of her stu-

dents by making them feel like authentic contributors to the Arts and taught to reach for the 

stars. A few of her students eventually went on to pursue theatre arts careers in New York and 

Hollywood. Other students remained local and continue to touch the lives of current Irmo High 

students through their work in theatre and film writing. Suber retired in 2010 and continued to 

volunteer until 2012. Irmo High School’s current theatre director Lauren Sherr carries on the 

love, commitment and legacy for the performing arts that Suber instilled. Suber was loved by her 

students and eventually made a tradition of presenting her seniors a framed piece of paper that 

read “Good is not enough, make it sparkle.” 

 Riegel said, “Our inaugural Hall of Fame class is indicative of the outstanding students who walk 

the halls at Irmo High. Whether you are talking about academics, great teachers, the arts or ath-

letics, Irmo High School International School for the Arts shines.” 

 An induction ceremony for the Class of 2017 will be announced at a later date this year. 
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CHAPIN- Lake Murray Elementary physical education teacher Carmen Plemmons has been select-

ed for a national Jump Rope For Heart/Hoops For Heart Recognition Award from the Society of 

Health and Physical Educators (SHAPE) America. Plemmons was selected for her commitment, 

leadership, and creative involvement in the program. She will receive the award on March 16 at 

SHAPE America’s National Convention & Expo in Boston. 

 Plemmons has been involved with Jump Rope For Heart/Hoops For Heart for 27 years, with this 

being her 11th year coordinating the program at Lake Murray Elementary School. The school 

switches off between participating in the Jump Rope For Heart and the Hoops For Heart pro-

grams each year, with this school year being a Jump Rope For Heart year. Every student partici-

pated and Lake Murray Elementary raised a total of $26,434.34 to benefit the American Heart As-

sociation. The money raised goes towards research and health education. 

 “I’m very honored to be nationally recognized because there are thousands of PE teachers and 

others that coordinate Jump Rope For Heart events in their schools and in their counties being a 

positive message,” said Plemmons. “I’m very thankful and excited that I was chosen to be high-

lighted this year with our Jump Rope For Heart program at Lake Murray. I might be the one re-

ceiving it, but it’s really an award that truly belongs to everybody at this school.” 



 Plemmons has witnessed the many ways that Jump Rope For Heart has benefitted her students. 

They become more physically active and improve in sports because of the jump rope skills they 

learn in class. Beyond their promise and commitment to their own health with the program, they 

also commit to the health of others. They see the impact they can have on family, friends, and 

people around the world. Plemmons explained, “They understand that their voices are being 

heard. I just love how it has empowered the kids to own their own health but to think of others 

in a way that they hadn’t thought of before… now they’re thinking community and they’re think-

ing globally. They’re realizing this impact is beyond them and they are really proud of it.” 

 Bonnie-jean Buckett, Executive Director of SHAPE America’s South Carolina affiliate, SCAHPERD 

said, “Carmen is an example of going beyond the call of duty to encourage her students to take 

proactive steps in maintaining heart health.” Plemmons also coaches the Jump Rope For Heart 

Demo Team, Lightning Strikes, at Lake Murray Elementary. They travel across the state perform-

ing at halftime shows, heart walks, and other schools to support the American Heart Association. 

“Lake Murray Elementary is blessed to have Mrs. Plemmons as one of our Physical Education 

teachers. She is enthusiastic about helping students be physically fit,” said Principal Claire 

Thompson. “Not only does she teach students the skills needed to participate in activities 

throughout their lifetime, she also leads them to help others through events that support good 

health such as Jump Rope For Heart. Her energy, enthusiasm, and positive spirit make her an 

award winner every year in our eyes at Lake Murray Elementary School!” 
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IRMO- Two students from Lexington-Richland School District Five have earned spots in the 55th 

National Junior Science & Humanities Symposium (National JSHS) sponsored by the U.S. Army, Na-

vy, and Air Force. The scientific and educational program will be held on April 26-30 in San Diego, 

California. Dutch Fork High School senior Eric Chen and Spring Hill High School senior Hillary Mel-

ton, who conducted her research with the Biomedical Science program at the Center for Advanced 

Technical Studies, each submitted research papers and were selected to be semifinalists at the 

University of South Carolina Junior Science & Humanities Symposium on January 20. The semifinal-

ists were separated into three rooms, with the top two from each room moving on to present as 

finalists. In the finals, Chen placed first overall and Melton placed sixth with both earning spots at 

the National JSHS. 

 “I was really happy and proud that I got this opportunity to represent Dutch Fork and South Caro-

lina at the national competition,” said Chen. “I wasn’t expecting it and it was really exciting.” 

 Melton added, “I was very honored to represent the scientific community and I felt that it was a 

great opportunity for high school students to enter the research field and to express their passion 

for medicine and pursuing innovation in society.” 

5 



6 

 Both students’ research is related to medicine. Chen’s project studies the effect of stromal cells 

on tumor cell growth. By identifying what is assisting tumor cells as they grow, this research is the 

first step towards developing new cancer treatments. Melton’s project looks at evaluating three 

different kinds of decontamination scenarios: emergency decontamination, sheltered decontami-

nation, and disrobing decontamination. She used a mock contaminate, Glo Germ, in order to eval-

uate the efficiency of the different decontamination scenarios. 

 Chen and Melton will join 230 high school students from across the country who qualified for 

attendance by submitting and presenting original scientific research papers in regional symposia 

held at universities nationwide. Approximately 130 adult leaders, high school teachers, university 

faculty, ranking military guests, and others attend and join in encouraging the future generation of 

scientists and engineers and celebrating student achievement in the sciences. 

 District Five Coordinator of Science, Health and Physical Education Beth Boland described what it 

means to have two students represent the district at a national level. “Student selection for the 

national competition is a reflection of the innovative and cutting-edge research that occurs in Dis-

trict Five,” Boland said. “Our students continue to successfully compete both at the State and Na-

tional level. It is a true validation of our District’s goal to produce college and career-ready stu-

dents!” 

 For more information regarding the National Symposium, visit their website at: 

http://www.jshs.org/nationalreg.html.  



IRMO- It was a day most student athletes dream of; the day they publically sign a letter of intent 

to the college of their choice. 31 student athletes across District Five participated in National Sign-

ing Day where they signed their letters of intent in front of their families, peers and coaches. 

 Among Chapin High School’s five signees were Will Register, a future University of South Carolina 

football player, and Makenzye Whitman who signed with Winthrop to play softball. 

 Whitman loved having the majority of Chapin High School’s student body present to witness her 

decision. She said, “It’s really exciting just to know that everyone here supports us and wanted to 

be a part of this.” 

 Chapin High School’s Head Football Coach Justin Gentry congratulated all of the signees saying 

they represent the very best that Chapin has to offer. He said, “We are all very proud of our stu-

dent athletes who are signing letters of intent today and know you will go on to do great things.” 

 Bobby Irby was one of 15 players to sign a letter of intent at Dutch Fork High School. Irby said he 

can’t wait to play football at Newberry College. “It’s the best feeling of my life. Everyone here at 

Dutch Fork High has helped us all so much. We’ve become better men and the coaches here have 

pushed us so much,” said Irby. 

 Dutch Fork High School Athletic Director and Head Football Coach Tom Knotts said National Sign-

ing Day is accumulation of every student athlete’s hard work both on and off the field. “National 

Signing Day is a tremendously important day in the life of a student athlete’s life. Although each 

has their own unique story, it took countless hours of work to reach this point, both on the field 

and in the classroom,” said Knotts. 
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 Irmo High School had eleven student athletes make their decisions official today. Irmo High Ath-

letic Director and Head Football Coach Reggie Kennedy had nothing but praise for his students, 

but pushed them to finish what they started. 

 “We are very proud of our student athletes and signing their letters of intent today,” said Kenne-

dy. “If you really look at it, they will impact the world from so many different angles. My philoso-

phy is to teach the game of life through athletics. We just set the foundation for our students 

both in the classroom and on the playing fields. I want you all to build off of that and go do some-

thing great.” 

 Here is a full list of District Five’s student athletes who signed a letter of intent: 

Chapin High School 
Andrew Gallagher – Newberry College for soccer 
Will Register – University of South Carolina for football 
Kale Rhame – Charleston Southern University for football 
Will Webster – Coastal Carolina for football 
Makenzye Whitman – Winthrop for softball 
Dutch Fork High School 
Bryson Cannon – Independence Community College for football 
Chris Colburn – Limestone College for football 
Ward Hacklen – Spartanburg Methodist College for baseball 
Isaiah Hair – Limestone College for football 
Jon Holton – North Greenville University for football 
Meredith Holton – College of Charleston for soccer 
Bobby Irby – Newberry College for football 
Lauren Joch – Wofford College for tennis 
Bailey Malovic – Highland Community College for football 
Meghan Murphy – Emory University for softball 
Reese Nichols – Newberry College for football 
Summer Sampson – Hiwassee College for volleyball 
Malik Sumter – Georgia State University for football 
Alison Walsh – Limestone College for tennis 
Brian Wilson – Wingate University for football 
Irmo High School 
Robyn Abernethy – Columbia College for softball 
Kristen Bane – Presbyterian College for soccer 
Jer’Nasia Coleman – USC Upstate for track 
Nick Comfort – Newberry College for football 
Kaylyn Hernandez – Columbia International University for soccer 
Sydney Kay – Methodist University for softball 
Zafir Kelly – South Carolina State College for football 
Shakem McIntosh-Bradley – Highland University, Kansas for football 
Rebekah Reinhard – Columbia International University for soccer 
Janna Rickenbaker – Columbia International University for soccer 
Jeffrey Tharp – Newberry College for football 
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IRMO- Two students from Lexington-Richland School District Five have been named 2016 Cheer-

leaders of the Year by the South Carolina Coaches Association of Women’s Sports. Chapin High 

School junior Alexis (Lexi) Hoeve was named the 4A Cheerleader of the Year and Dutch Fork High 

School senior Hannah Oliver was named the 5A Cheerleader of the Year. Each of their teams won 

the State Competitive Cheer Championship this school year for their divisions. One student from 

each winning team is honored as Cheerleader of the Year for their leadership skills, work ethic, 

and positive attitude. 

 Hoeve was selected by her teammates to receive the award. “I was really surprised and honored 

that my teammates voted me for it because I worked really hard this year to be a leader,” she said. 

“There were a lot of new girls and we just didn’t have the senior power that we normally have, so 

the other juniors and I really had to step up to the plate and it was just really nice to get that 

recognition.” 

 Chapin Varsity Cheerleading Coach Vicki Williams was proud of the team’s accomplishments and 

Hoeve’s dedication and leadership. Williams said, “Alexis is a hard working young lady and a very 

talented athlete. She has served as a role model for all the girls on the team and was a driving 

force in leading the team to a State Championship this year.” 

 Hannah Oliver was nominated for the 5A Cheerleader of the Year award by Dutch Fork Varsity 

Cheerleading Coach, Katie Nunnery. This was the first year there has been a South Carolina High 

School League 5A division. Oliver said, “I was really honored because I’ve been in the program 

since middle school and it was really nice to have my hard work pay off and see the rewards you 

get from working hard.” 

 “As Hannah's Varsity Cheerleading Coach for the past 6 years, I am filled with pride knowing that 

she has the honor of being named South Carolina's first ever 5A Coaches Association of Women’s 

Sports Cheerleader of the Year,” said Nunnery. “Hannah is intelligent, hardworking, dedicated, and 

an all-around fantastic athlete. From day one she has been a pleasure to coach due to her out-

standing work ethic and athletic ability. Hannah has always been the type of athlete and student 

that pushes herself to be the best she can be. Hannah winning this award is merely a glimpse into 

what amazing accomplishments are in her future.” 
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IRMO- Two students from Lexington-Richland School District Five have been selected as finalists in 
the South Carolina Future Minds “This School’s Got Talent” competition. Seventh grader Savannah 
Easterling of Chapin Middle School and fifth grader Breana Tepper of Harbison West Elementary 
School are two of 15 finalists that were chosen with the help from members of Grammy-Award 
winning band “Hootie and the Blowfish.” The winner will receive $500 and perform at the South 
Carolina Teacher of the Year Celebration on May 3rd.  

 Students from South Carolina were encouraged to upload videos of themselves showcasing their 
musical talents for the competition. Easterling performed an acoustic cover of “Starving” by Hailee 
Steinfield. “Savannah is what I call a big gift in a small package,” said Chapin Middle School princi-
pal Anna Miller. “She is a tiny little thing with a powerful voice and a magnetic personality. She is 
an incredible musician and an awesome young lady! We are so proud of her and, of course, she 
has our votes for This School’s Got Talent!” 

 Easterling was thrilled to find out she had been selected as a finalist for This School’s Got Talent 
saying, “It is quite an honor to be selected as a finalist. I didn’t expect to make the Top 15!” Chapin 
Middle School teacher Lori Powers encouraged Easterling to audition for the competition and said, 
“Savannah is one of my go-to performers for Chapin’s Got Talent. She is an incredibly talented 
young lady with amazing energy, but her compassion towards others and her humbleness makes 
her the remarkable girl she is!”  

 Tepper played and sang “Rise Up” by Andra Day on the keyboard at a recital. “Breana is a joy to 
have here at Harbison West Elementary School,” said Harbison West Elementary School assistant 
principal Carol Lunsford. “She is a humble performer with a true gift. Her happy personality and 
willingness to work with others helps her to stand out as a true Harbison Hero!” 

 “It is very exciting to be a finalist for This School’s Got Talent!” Tepper said. “I am so proud to rep-
resent my school. I sang Rise Up because it spoke to me. It told people to rise up and they can ful-
fill their dreams and goals.” Harbison West Elementary teacher Lesli Reeves shared her thoughts 
on Breana saying, “She is such a joy to us here at Harbison West. Breana is a natural leader on and 
off of the stage. She brings a creative energy and her work ethic is beyond her years as she is a 
task-oriented student in the Escolares Academy at HWES!” 

 To watch Easterling and Tepper perform, visit www.scfutureminds.org/2017-schools-got-talent/. 
Voting ran through midnight on February 22. South Carolina Future Minds serves as the hub for 
private support of public schools. Their vision as a South Carolina education system is to equip 
each and every student with the tools, knowledge and attitude for success in work or post-
secondary education. 



COLUMBIA- Harbison West Elementary School’s School Improvement Council (SIC) has been se-

lected as one of five finalists statewide for the annual state 2017 Riley Award for SIC Excellence. 

The SC School Improvement Council’s annual Dick and Tunky Riley Award for School Improvement 

Council Excellence was created in 2002 to recognize the significant contributions made to public 

education by the nearly 14,000 local SIC members who volunteer in the state’s 1,200-plus K-12 

public schools. 

 “We congratulate these School Improvement Councils on the outstanding work they have done 

for their schools and students,” said SC-SIC Board of Trustees Chair Amelia B. McKie. “When par-

ents, educators, students and community members come together to share their ideas and efforts 

for our schools, we all benefit – especially our children.” 

 Harbison West’s SIC is led by Bunnie Ward who was ecstatic to receive the news. “Harbison West 

is a unique school community due to the diversity of our students and their needs,” Ward said. 

“To ensure our children are healthy and excited about learning, Harbison West’s SIC has partnered 

with our PTO and prioritized summer reading and healthy behaviors. Over the past seven years,  
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we have developed deep relationships with parents, community leaders and local funders, in-

cluding the District 5 Foundation, the All State Foundation, United Way of the Midlands, Modern 

Woodmen Fraternal Financial, Palmetto Health, Richland Library and Seven Oaks Park. Our part-

ners’ commitment to Harbison West students is vital to their success in school and in life.” 

 The winner of this year’s Riley Award will be selected by an independent panel of reviewers and 

announced during the 2017 SC-SIC Annual Meeting, Saturday, March 18, at the South Carolina 

State Museum in Columbia. The SC-SIC Riley Award for SIC Excellence is named in honor of for-

mer SC Governor and U.S. Education Secretary Richard Riley and his late wife, Tunky, and recog-

nizes the couple’s longstanding commitment to quality public education. 

 As part of its literacy initiative, Harbison West is in its fourth year of hosting their Midlands Read-

ing Consortium. Volunteers tutor approximately 20 students weekly for shared reading and 

writing. Their partnership with Richland Library continues in Summer Stride where plans are in 

place to offer reading in the subsidized apartment complex adjacent to the school. The school’s 

Reading Heroes Project offers students 1,800 books plus ancillary materials to enhance literacy in 

the home and prevent summer slide. This year, Harbison West is expanding to over 3,000 books 

to their students. 

 Harbison West’s health initiative continues to blossom as the school will unveil a state-of-the-art 

rock climbing wall later this month. A three-year plan of saving contributed to this initiative. As 

part of the wall, auxiliary attachments will allow the school’s youngest students as well as those 

with special needs to participate. In addition, Harbison West has teamed up with Palmetto 

Health Baptist Parkridge to participate in District Five’s Dance Marathon to raise funds for Chil-

dren’s Miracle Network and the Children’s Hospital. 

 “We are excited and proud to represent District Five as a finalist for the 2017 Riley Award,” said 

Harbison West Elementary School principal Ed Davis. “Our SIC under the leadership of Mrs. Bun-

nie Ward, and the entire Harbison West Elementary School family made this possible. This honor 

affirms the high level of service and commitment of all of our stakeholders!” 
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IRMO- This February, School District Five of Lexington and Richland Counties joins the celebration 

of National Magnet School Month. Magnet schools help provide families with the choices they 

need to make their students successful in school and in future careers. District Five offers magnet 

programs at the elementary, middle, and high school levels to meet the needs and interests of 

students. 

 “Magnet schools are the original public school choice option,” said Magnet School Program Direc-

tor Sara Wheeler. “Magnet schools offer innovative themes, rigorous curricula, parent and com-

munity engagement activities, and provide equity and opportunity for all students. Magnet 

schools are especially relevant at this time in our country when so much emphasis is being placed 

on school choice. National Magnet School Month brings attention to the many choices parents in 

District Five have in selecting schools which best meet the needs of their children.” 

 District Five elementary programs include Dutch Fork Elementary Academy of Environmental Sci-

ences, Harbison West Elementary Escolares Academy, The Leader in Me program at H. E. Corley 

Elementary, Leaphart Elementary Engineering Program, and Seven Oaks Elementary MEDIA Mag-

net. Middle and high school programs include Irmo Middle International Academic Magnet, the 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) Program at Dutch Fork High School, Irmo High 

International School for the Arts, the International Baccalaureate program at Irmo High, and 

Spring Hill High Career Pathways Magnet. 
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 Magnet schools across the country celebrated National Magnet School Month with weekly 

events: Awareness Week, Scream Your Theme Week, Bring Your Elected Officials to Work Week, 

and Show Your Appreciation Week. Dutch Fork Elementary School Academy of Environmental Sci-

ences participated in “Scream Your Theme Week” with a visit from the Richland Soil and Water 

Conservation District. Students learned about soil science and conducted experiments to see the 

effect rainwater has on soil. Seven Oaks Elementary MEDIA Magnet students participated in 

“Scream Your Theme” by creating video projects on famous African Americans for African Ameri-

can History Month. Seven Oaks students will also “Bring Your Elected Official to Work” by con-

ducting an official interview of School Board member Jan Hammond. Irmo High International 

School for the Arts is showcasing their magnet theme at their spring musical “The Little Mer-

maid” on February 16-19. 

 Seven Oaks Elementary Principal Harriet Wilson said, “Each one of our staff at Seven Oaks Ele-

mentary School MEDIA Magnet is dedicated to the magnet theme and works diligently to ensure 

students' success. During National Magnet School Month, we will continue to provide our stu-

dents with opportunities to learn and showcase their learning through a media lens.” 

 Irmo High School Principal David Riegel added, "I think having an identity as a magnet school 

and having a theme gives our students a sense of pride and gives our school a special character. 

It helps us to really have an instructional focus and provides a great lens for learning. Students 

are engaged and challenged as they complete work in their classes here at Irmo High School!" 

 Nationwide, there are approximately 4,340 magnet schools serving nearly 3 million students. 

Knowing that students learn differently, magnet schools focus on specialized theme-based curric-

ulum and instruction, while still meeting all state and district academic standards.  
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IRMO- The many helping hands of support employees across School District Five of Lexington and 

Richland Counties leave a lasting impact. Every school runs smoothly thanks to the hard work and 

dedication of a team of staff members. Support employees fill a wide variety of roles including 

media assistants, social workers, custodians, nurses, teacher assistants, computer lab assistants, 

student nutrition workers, secretaries, and more. Each plays an important part in facilitating 

teaching and learning. District Five hosted the first annual Support Enrichment day on February 20 

to recognize support employees and show appreciation for everything they do. 

 In attendance at the baseball-themed program, called the All-Star Support Staff Day, were the 

2016-2017 Support Employees of the Year from each school. The District Five Foundation spon-

sored the event and attendees participated in team building activities throughout the day. To start 

a ripple effect of positivity, everyone wrote letters to two people who inspire them at work. Dutch 

Fork Middle School Media Assistant Kimberly Morris said, “It was great having the Support Em-

ployees of the Year from every school come together to celebrate what we work towards every 

day in District Five.” 

 Support Enrichment was initiated by the district’s Support Advisory Council, which is composed 

of up to four representatives from each school. Allison Redick, a Career Specialist at Irmo Middle 

School and a previous Support Employee of the Year, was the Planning Team Chair. “Support staff 

employees play a vital role in education,” said Redick. “It's very important for support staff to re-

ceive enrichment experiences to gain knowledge and skills related to our positions, so that we 

continue to provide the outstanding service which leads to excellent educational experiences for 

our students.” 
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 This pilot program launches Support Enrichment for upcoming years. Support Enrichment days 

will offer support employees the opportunity to meet with staff from other schools, share experi-

ences, and learn together. It will be similar to the Professional Development days that are offered 

two to three times per year for certified staff. 

 “I think as an annual event this would be very helpful to everyone in the district,” explained Sev-

en Oaks Elementary Facilities Supervisor, Larry Payne, the 2016-2017 District Support Employee 

of the Year. “We’re learning how we can help students, how we can help each other to make our 

daily lives better and work together as a team.” 

 Chief Human Resources Officer Dr. Allison Jacques spoke on the value of teamwork and the 

difference that a single person can make. She said, “Every time you walk up to the plate, every 

time you walk into your school, every day we know that you go in trying to hit that homerun. It’s 

just that you don’t always realize that you’ve done it! But we see those homeruns every day and 

we thank you, we appreciate you.” 
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IRMO- Hundreds of former employees of Lexington-Richland School District Five flowed through 

the doors of Spring Hill High School at the District’s sixth annual Retiree Luncheon, sponsored by 

the District Five Foundation. The retirees mingled amongst the crowd recalling old friendships 

while making new memories. The luncheon was created as a way to welcome back and honor 

former employees. It is also a way to provide information concerning recent events and accom-

plishments in the District.  

 “We have always claimed District Five to be extraordinary and it is certainly backed up by the 

strong legacy and tradition, made possible through the work of our retirees and all those who 

have come before us,” said District Five Superintendent Dr. Stephen Hefner. “We want our retir-

ees to know that we honor their service and look forward to having their continued support as 

members of this community.” During the luncheon, Dr. Hefner shared the many highlights that 

have taken place in the District. He was followed by a rousing performance from the Chapin High 

School Jazz Band.  

 Lubertha Williams, who served the district’s transportation department for over 17 years was 

among the retirees. Williams reflected on her favorite moment during her bus driving days and 

said it was all about her kids. “I had the best bus in the district,” Williams smiled. “I always made 

sure that I showed them the love and care they needed, and made sure they made it to school 

and back home safely. Those were always my top priorities.” 



 Current District Five Board of Trustees Vice Chairman Larry Haltiwanger, Sr. graduated from the 

district in 1967 and has made the luncheon a yearly event. “The people here have dedicated 

themselves to our students,” Haltiwanger said. “This luncheon is the perfect way to show all of 

the retirees from District Five that they are appreciated and have made a positive difference in 

young lives.” 

 Dr. Tim Brown served in District Five in multiple capacities, including principal at Seven Oaks Ele-

mentary School from 1969-1972. From there, he spent 22 years at the District Office as Director 

of Elementary Education before taking on Assistant Superintendent roles in Instruction and Per-

sonnel. Brown praised the District Five Foundation for turning the luncheon into what it is today 

saying, “We appreciate the Foundation providing this for us so much. It is a wonderful idea to 

bring retirees in and inform them on what is taking place in the district today so we can continue 

to support them.” 

 District Five Foundation Vice President Dr. Mary Kennerly is the driving force behind this annual 

celebration. She stressed the reason behind hosting the luncheon each year is to thank all of 

those who paved the way. “One of the things that the District wants to do is thank everyone who 

has given so much of their life to this profession and our students,” Kennerly said. “The reputa-

tion has been wonderful since all these people started, and it has continued to be. The other 

thing is that most everyone who retires in District Five stays here so all of us that are retired still 

have an investment into what is happening in our schools and we want to know about all the 

continued success here in District Five!” 
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Monday, March 13, 2017 Monday, March 20, 2017 Monday, March 27, 2017 Sunday, March 12, 2017 

School Board Meeting at 7pm at 

Chapin Elementary School. 

First day of Spring. School Board Meeting at 7pm at 

Irmo High School. 

Daylight savings time begins — 

move  clocks ahead one hour. 

District Five of Lexington and Richland Counties March 2017 

1020 Dutch Fork Road 

Irmo, SC 29063 

803-476-8000  

www.lexrich5.org 


